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Ben-Gurion’s Desert Home  
the Stories Behind the Objects

In order to discover the stories behind the objects, click on the name of the room in the Desert Home map.

In every slide you’ll find a picture of the room with marked objects on which you can read further.
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Ben-Gurion’s Will:

It is my wish that after my death, the
home in Sde Boker and all that is in
it, and the library will be open to the
general public.

I ask that the building which served
as my home to my dying day will be
conserved in its present state -
including all the furniture, books and
periodicals. This is not to say that the
furniture , books, periodicals and all
other contents may not be moved to
a permanent site which may be
established close to this home, so
long as the original character and
style will be maintained.

It is my wish to be buried by Paula’s
side at the grave-site in Midreshet
Sde-Boker. I ask that during the
burial ceremony no eulogies will be
read and no slavo fired over my
grave.

To the map
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Back to the Library

Radio



פלדנקרייזסיפור
Feldenkrais Method

In the suitcase there is a tape recorder with reels of instructions to practice the method in 

Moshe Feldenkrais's voice. 

Back to the Library



Nehemiah Argov
The Military Secretary and Ben-Gurion’s right-hand man

Ben-Gurion’s eulogy to 
Nehemiah Argov

Nehemiah Argov’s 
suicide note

Back to the Library

Nehemiah Argov was appointed as Ben-Gurion’s military secretary in 1950. with Ben-Gurion’s
resignation and move to the Negev, Nehemia Argov finished his role and reclaimed his position
with the return of Ben-Gurion to the Government. 

Nehemia Argov decided to end his life after he was involved in an accident in which he hit crucially a
bicycle rider - David Kadosh.

Ben-Gurion had been hospitalized at that time because of a grenade that was thrown on the Knesset. Due 
to
Ben-Gurion’s condition, special newspapers editions were printed without the announcement of
Nehemia Argov’s demise.

What happened to David Kadosh?

David Kadosh survived the accident, 
recovered and even kept on biking.

He and his relatives wouldn’t accept 
Nehemiah Argov’s  inheritance.



Nehemiah Argov Suicide Note:

Back to the Library Back to Nehemiah Argov



Ben-Gurion’s eulogy

Back to the Library Back to Nehemiah Argov



Embossment of the Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones
embossment by tzifer, a gift to Ben-Gurion by the general staff

Back to the Library

The embossment is based on the verses from the prophesy of Ezekiel 
the prophet (Chapter 37 Verses 1-2, 10-11):

“The hand of the Lord was upon me and carried me out in the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the midst of the valley, which was full of 
bones… and caused me to pass by them round about, and, behold, 
there were very many in the open valley, and, lo, they were very 
dry… So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood up upon their feet… Then He said unto 
me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel, Behold, 
they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost; we are put off for 
our parts”

The vision of the valley of the dry bones has a special status in 
Zionism, an allegory of the resurrection of the Jewish people and the 
establishment of an independent Jewish state.  



1957Back to the Libraryינואר ,ל"צהחייליעםגוריון-בןדוד

IDF Photo Album

Ben-Gurion received this album in 1963 as a resignation gift from the 
government. In the album are photos of him with soldiers, officers, tanks et 
cetera. David Ben-Gurion founded IDF (Israel Defense Force) 2 weeks after the 
establishment of Israel and was the first minister of defense.

In the “Ben-Gurion in the test of time” exhibition there is a replica of the 
command to establish the IDF that David Ben-Gurion got for his 85th birthday 
from Golda Meir. 



הספרייהלעמודחזרה

A picture of Berl katznelson
A leader in the Jewish settlement and a close friend of Ben-Gurion

Berl Katznelson (1887-1944) was one of the intellectual founders of Labor 
Zionism, a founder of the mutual assistance for the workers organization and of 
the Histadrut (the General Organization of Workers in Israel), thinker and editor.
Ben-Gurion and Berl worked in similar circles before the first world war, but 
became partners only when they served together in the Jewish battalions in the 
British army.
Ben-Gurion mostly did political roles and Berl usually took a part in formulating 
an ideology and the editor of the daily newspaper Davar. They completed each 
other – Berl being a sociable person and Ben-Gurion being more formal.
Berl and Ben-Gurion did have some major disagreements, the most significant 
one being about  the The United Nations Partition Plan for Palestine, Ben-Gurion 
was in favor and Berl was against.
With Berl Katznelson’s demise in 1940, division of Mapai (Workers Party of the 
Land of Israel), Ben-Gurion felt lonely – he’ll never have and a partner like him.

“when Berl passed away I was in Israel, in a convalescent home in Haifa. I 
remember: - I was asleep and David Cohen woke me up and informed me 
about Berl’s passing. It felt like hammers striked my head and heart. I 
immediately got dressed and drove to Berl’s house – when I arrived I fainted. 
The next day I accompanied him to his eternal rest in the Sea of Galilee…”
From:a letter to Shimon 13.04.1959



Back to the Library

A picture from the Declaration of Independence



Back to the Library

Bible Verses 
about the Desert

The wilderness and the parched land shall be glad; and the desert shall 
rejoice, and blossom as the rose. (Isaiah 35-1)

Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing; 
for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And 
the parched land shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; in the habitation of jackals herds shall lie down, it shall be an 
enclosure for reeds and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and a way, and 
it shall be called the way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it 
shall be for those; the wayfaring men, yea fools, shall not err therein. (Isaiah 
35- 6-8)

The beasts of the field shall honour Me, the jackals and the ostriches; 
because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink 
to My people, Mine elect. (Isaiah 43 - 20)

I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia-tree, and the myrtle, and 
the oil-tree; I will set in the desert the cypress, the plane-tree, and the larch 
together;(Isaiah 41 - 19)

For the LORD hath comforted Zion; He hath comforted all her waste places, 
and hath made her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 
LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice 

of melody. (Isaiah 51 - 3)

Ben-Gurion collected verses from the bible about the desert and placed them on 
his work desk. He claimed that the prophets didn’t accept the dreariness of the 
desert and predicted it a prospering future. 



Back to the Library

Ben-Gurion’s Bible

The bible is placed on the left side of the desk.
A gift from Gideon Hausner (the prosecutor at the trial of Adolf Eichmann).

Ben-Gurion was secular. For him the bible was the history book of the Jewish 
people which displayed the Jewish culture and values.

“The bible endowed to our people, and by our people to all humanity, not only 
faith on one almighty god, but humane values, human kindness, righteousness 
and justice, truth and grace. Values of equality of all people and world peace, 
which are the essence of the prophet’s doctrine and Jewish morals. But the 
Israeli prophets didn’t suffice with righteousness and justice between people, 
that can be described by  “to love thy neighbor as thyself”. They believed in 
equality of all people and world peace, which had never been said in any 
ancient people literature:” nation shall not lift the sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore.” (Isaiah - Chapter 2 verse 4, Micah- Chapter 4 
verse 3)”
From: David Ben-Gurion, “Studying the Bible”



“we’ll deprive the truth if we’ll say that the greatness of ancient Greece was 
limited only to wisdom and beauty. In the writings of Plato, Aristotle and 
Plotinus we find longing for good and justice. And we’ll deprive the truth if 
we’ll say greatness of ancient Judaism was limited only to religious and 
moral messages of the Jewish prophets. The Hebrew bible is flowing with 
majestic beauty great wisdom.”
from: David Ben-Gurion, ‘Our Generation’s Mission’, stars and dust.

Back to the Library

Statue of Greek Philosopher - Zeno

Zeno of Alea was a Greek philosopher from the south of Italy.
He lived in . He is considered the inventor of the dialectic.

Ben-Gurion read Greek philosophy and learned ancient Greek 
especially for that. He believed that reading a book in its original 
language give a better understanding of the text.



Back to the Library

Buddha Statue

Ben-Gurion was very interested in Buddhism, in his house you can find many 

souvenirs that relate to the Buddhist culture like: Buddha statue, a model of a 

Buddhist temple which he visited in Burma. In the library there are many 

books about Buddhism.

“several years ago Ed Moro a interview in collaboration with the prime 

minister of Burma Ono and me in Jerusalem. Moro conducted the interview 

from New-York. One of the questions was that the difference between 

Buddhism and Judaism. I answered that in my opinion, the essence of Judaism 

is in the first of the ten commandments: "I am the lord your god” and “to love 

thy neighbor as thyself”. Ono responded that Buddha was Epicurus. But he 

surely agreed with the command of the Jewish religion, and even preached not 

only to his human love, but also to compassion and mercy on all living 

creatures.”
From : Moshe Perlman, David Ben-Gurion



To the map
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The curtains are 
replicas

To the map
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Back to the Living Room

The Flag of Israel Serving Plate, made out of 
butterfly wings. The original had broke and a replica is 
displayed.
It is placed under the coffee table.

Coffee table
On the table are ashtrays. Ben-Gurion had smoked 
until 1940, then he decided with his son’ Amos to 
quit smoking. He quitted, his son didn’t. 



Back to the Living Room

.Pictures 

Ben-Gurion and PaulaTheir children: Geula, Amos and Renana



Back to the Living Room

Dial Phone
The phone number is written on the dial 



Back to the Living Room

Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln (1861-1865) was the 16th president of the United States and is considered one of the 
most influential people in the history of America. The picture in Ben-Gurion Living Room is Abraham 
Lincoln with the proclamation of emancipation, on which he had signed, as the background. It is not clear 
if the picture was made by Hermen Schtrock.



Back to the Living Room

A Present from the Mayor of Ramat-Gan
for Ben-Gurion’s 85th Birthday 

A coin with the face of Avraham Krnitzki, mayor of Ramat-Gan (1926-1969) and the city’s sergent

With dedication:

To Mr David Ben-Gurion,

For his birthday with honor and appreciation

DR. Y. Peled mayor of Ramat-Gan 29.10.70



Back to the Livingroom

Replica of the Declaration of Independence
A present with dedication from the former prime minister, Golda Meir, brought with a replica from the 

command to establish the IDF.
“to the David Ben-Gurion, the great leader and founder of our country” 

The final draft of the declaration was made on the morning of the day of the declaration of 
independence. Because of that, there wasn’t enough time to write it on the scroll. Ben-Gurion read the 
declaration from the draft and only after the ceremony the declaration was printed on the scroll on 
which the members of the council signed upon.

The original scroll is in state’s archive in Jerusalem.
Golda Meir was the forth prime minister in Israel, one of the leaders of the Labor party and a figure 
that took part in sculpting the rules of labor in Israel and out of state connections. She was born by the 
name Golda Mevovitz in Kiev Ukraine. When she was 8 years old she moved to America with her 
family. After WW1 she made Aliyah to Israel. From the end of the 20s she was the leader of the women 
labor movement and the labor movement.
Golda met Ben-Gurion when he arrived to America in WW1. they were in the same party MAPAI 
(Workers Party of the Land of Israel). Golda got into politics in the Histadrut as a loyal partner in the 
Ahdut HaAvoda and then in MAPAI. Along the years she got very close to Ben-Gurion. During the 
independence war she replaced him twice in going abroad to raise funds and she excelled.
With the establishing of the first government David Ben-Gurion wrote to Golda, that was in a 
diplomatic missions of Israer in Moscow at the time, that he couldn’t build the government without 
her. Ben-Gurion appointed her as the minister of labor, housing and national security in the first 
government. In 1965 Ben-Gurion appointed her as the minister of Foreign Affairs. Meir claimed to 
admire Ben-Gurion, and their relationship disrupted after the Levon matter and Ben-Gurion 
resignation from MAPAI.

A letter Ben-Gurion 
wrote to Meir



To the Living Room

A letter of appreciation Ben-Gurion wrote to Golda Meir

Back to the Declaration of Independence



To the Living Room

Map of Israel

A map from 1952. the borders are according to the green line (which 
were determined after the war of independence).

The map demonstrates the size of the Negev compared to the rest of 
the country, at that time more than half of Israel was the desert.



To the Living Room

A gift from students from the Jewish school 'King David' in 
south Africa, That learned in Midreshet Sde Boker in 1970

On the explanation board there is a mistake, it says "souvenir from Ben-Gurion's visit in south Africa in "David 
Shionhesborg" highschool.



Paula and her Friend - Nurses in a Hospital in 
New-York, 1917.

“ and I was extremely lucky - I married in my days of exile in 
America a  girl foriegn to Judaism and Zionism and Israel - I 
won't dare to say there was no women that loved a woman 
like her - but in all my life I’ve never met not in literature nor 
life, this deep love, almost infinite, not only to a man, but to 
his life aspirations that were like strangers to her. and if you 
think you have found in my letter some sort of writing skills -
I know I could never express all of this women’s dedication 
and love… I haven't done more than my wife Paula in my life 
- I devoted myself to the work I've loved with all my heart 
and soul, because it was content of my life.”

from: letter to Hazz 10.07.1968

To the Living Room



A Souvenir from Jewish American Veterans,
As a symbol of appreciation to Ben-Gurion's contribution 
to world peace, 1970

To the Living Room



To the Living Room

A Gift from Bereaved Druse Families

The gift, that says “Brothers in Arms” is signed by Amal Naser Aladin (the 
founder of “Yad Lebanim” and a minister of the “Likud” in the years 1977-
1988).

on the gift there is a symbol of the Sword (Herev) battalion were the Druze 
people served until 2015.

In his visit to Kefar Julis in July 1959 Ben-Gurion said:

“The Druze ethnic group was the first in Israel to understand that true equality 
is not only equality in rights, but first of all equality in obligations. It was the 
first group to demand the government to recruit her sons to the army… there 
will be no difference between a Jewish soldier and a Druze soldier.

we’re all brothers, friends in arm… the fraternity between Jews and Druze in 
Israel, is an example for cohabitation, this fraternity has global meaning.     



The Prophet Jonah in the Fish Intestine

A present from allies in Phoenix, Arizona. A symbol for Ben-Gurion bringing the jewish people to 
the safe shore. 

To the Living Room



Souvenir from "Bnei Shalom" Phoenix, 
Arizona, USA

The star of david in 3D, given with The Prophet Jonah in the 
Fish Intestine with the dedication:

To David Ben-Gurion,

Father and prophet

In Israel

From Bnei Shalom

Phoenix, Arizona

To the Living Room



Photograph of a Statue of David Ben-Gurion

made by Duda Edelstien, 1960

To the Living Room



Ben-Gurion went to Burma in 1961, there he met the Prime Minister 
Uno and a number of monks, with which he stayed in a Buddhist 
monastery.

“ The friendship that was made in the last 10 years between Israel and 
Burma, despite the fundamental differences between the Judaism and 
the Buddhism  - stands common values of human love, justice, truth 
and peace.”
from: ‘The Buddha Theory in Burma’, 6/6/62

“I’m not a Buddhist and I didn’t go to Burma to be a Buddhist… I’m a 
Jewish student and I’m a student to the doctrine of the prophets that 
lived hundreds of years before Buddha. But i admire the Buddha - one 
of the greatest people in the history of the human race.”
from:a letter to M.G Afrahami  

A Model of a Buddhist Temple and A Statue of 
Young Buddha
Souvenirs from Ben-Gurion's visit to Burma,1961

To the Living Room



Chanukia with Figures of the Maccabees,
a present from students from Ort, Tel-Aviv

a letter from Joseph Hermaz (CEO of Ort) gave to Ben-Gurion after Paula's demise

To the Living Room



Souvenirs from David Ben-Gurion Travels to Asia 
and Africa
In the center there is a small statue of Louis Brandeis, a present from the Brandeis University 
for Paula an David's 50th anniversary

Louis Brandeis was an American lawyer.
In 1935 after visiting Um Rashrash (Eilat) and the Negev, Ben-Gurion gave Luis Brandeis a memorandum:
in the near future Eilat will play a more important part, politically and economically, than it did in the period of the 
Bible. The Suez Canal, which has served as the central artery of the British Empire, can easily lose its importance. 
Sooner or later, Britain will leave Egypt. The Suez Canal is too narrow for large modern ships, and it can easily be 
blocked in time of war. It is enough to sink one ship to block the Canal. There is no other route to India except 
through the Red Sea, from Haifa by way of Eilat. These two points, accordingly, assume great importance."
Brandeis did donate money, that was delivered to two people that worked in purchasing lands - Yehoshua Hankin 
and Dr Ozjasz Thon, but they didn’t deal with the matter.
the memorandum is a prophetic document, in the war of independence Eilat was conquered and today it has a port, 
but most of the ships travel through the Suez Canal.

To the Living Room

“I met with Paula in 1916 when we fell in love with one another I 
told her that if she would marry me - she'd have to leave America 
and go with me to a small and pour country… she agreed. I also 
told her that I'll enlist to the Jewish battalion. In the British army. 
when I enlisted on Thursday 4/6/18 to the Jewish battalion I 
immediately went to tell her. She burst into tears… I knew why 
she wept: she was already pregnant." 



A Present From the City Hall of Dimona for his 84th 
Birthday 

Dimona was established in 1955. Before it’s establishment Ben-Gurion suggested to build the Capital of Israel near 
Dimona because the area is the geographical center of Israel - far away from the borders and because Ben-Gurion 
believed in developing the Negev he suggested that Mamshit will be the capital of Israel. After Dimona’s 
establishment Ben-Gurion saw Dimona  a great example of developing the Negev and  ingathering the exiles.

“Israel is full of wonders, Dimona is the wonder of the wonders: every tourist should come to Dimona to see what the 
Jews of Morocco and Israeli Jews did to an empty desert.” - David Ben-Gurion, on the five years of Dimona.

“I’ve already seen a lot weird and exceptional things in Israel. Dreams that our people dreamed of for thousands of
years and they came true, and I’m not impressed easily. But I came to Dimona, that for thousands of years was
nothing but a word in the bible, and I know the area for I have lived there. It was completely empty, not a tree, not a
man, not a soul, not a single weed, a desert, boring, empty. And there they were two lunatics… and they decided to
build a town in the desert, were workers of the Dead Sea and phosphate. And you wouldn’t believe! Jews from
Morocco came… they arrived in a ship to this desert and they were told: live here!
here will be a town! until this day, and I have seen many wonders in this country,
It’s hard for me to explain, how and where thirty Jewish families from Morocco
found the bravery and daring to stay in an empty desert because they were told
that here will be a town.”

from: Ben-Gurion’s speech in a people’s assembly, 1960. 

To the Living Room



To the Living Room

Indian Totem Pole

A present from wizo Canada - Vancouver.

• Wizo - Women's International  Zionist Organization. The 
organization was established in Britain after the first world war in 
order to expand women's activity in the Zionist movement. The 
organization qualified women in different subjects - education, 
health, aid and home economics. The members donated money to 
schools and other organiztions in Israel.

more about the totem pole and meeting the Wizo women - Press Here

Ben-Gurion's schedule on the day of the meeting 18.5.70 



To the Living Room

Mrs Sidney Wayne's Story
In the 70’s and the 80’s my mother, Blossom, used to take to groups to a tour in Israel every year. She 
wrote to Ben-Gurion and asked him to meet one of the groups in Sde Boker, He offered to meet in 
Jerusalem. The tour was private, and not specifically to Hadasa women, even though some were 
members of that group. She wanted to bring him a gift and the idea of a Totem Pole sounded great. 
She bought the totem with her personal money. When the time came to hand him the present, she 
didn’t want to give it only by her behalf so she presented it as gift from the women of Hadasa Wizo of 
Canada Vancouver. 

Back to the Indian Totem Pole



To the Living Room

Spatula on an Olive Tree from the Founders of Dimona

Names:

right queue - Abaksis Moshe, Azulai Kamus, Ohaiun Shlome, Ohaiun Moshe, 
Ohaiun Zohara, Atias Hiam, Bermi Yaacov, Biton Shirley, Biton Baruch.

second queue to the right - Bitom Machluf, Ben-Shoshan Yaish, Debda David, 
Dahan Yaacov, Dahan Avraham, Dahan Machluf, Dahan Mordechai, Dayan 
Moshe, Danino Yaish.

third queue - Weizman Masud, Vaknin Nasim, Cohen Yosef, Cohen Yaacov, 
Cohen Meir, Lugasi Issachar, Lugasi Machluf.

fourth queue - Nahmani Yaish, Stabon Meir, Amar Eliyahu, Fitusi Moshe, 
Katorza Zilbert.

fifth queue - Katorza Yitzhak, Katorza Seni.

written upside down - Revivo Meir, Amar Eliyahu.

The dedication:
“To Mr David Ben-Gurion with the vision of making the wilderness blossom. A souvenir from the first people 
of Dimona” 1971



Finjan

Coffee set with a music box that plays “the Finjan Song”.

The finjan was sent to preservation works and was returned 
with a different tune.

To the Living Room



To the Living Room

A Present from the New York Board of Rabbis

A model of  the Torah scroll with dedication:

The New York Board of Rabbis
on the 90th year of  its establishment
expresses admiration and gratitude
to Mr David Ben-Gurion
great Minister in Israel
one of  the proponents and founders 
of the state of Israel
and a student of
the Israeli Torah.

1971



To the Living Room

Tea Set

A gift from the MAPAI () branch in Tel-Aviv for his 77th birthday.

Ever since Ben-Gurion arrived to Israel he aspired to unite the workers 
movement that was divided to different parties.That aspire deepend during 
the first world war. Right after the war he established, with his friend Berl 
Katznelson and others, “Ahdut Haavoda” (The workers union). This party 
united the different movement (except “the Young Worker” party that 
refused to join). Instead of one party the Histadrut was established. But in 
1930, after long deliberation, the “Young Worker” had joined and MAPAI 
was established. Amongst the MAPAI party there were other parties in the 
workers movement. It was the largest party in the workers movement and 
the zionist movement from the 30’s until the middle 60’s, then it united 
with other parties and the became the Workers Party. Ben-Gurion was the 
head of the party until his resignation in 1963 and he is recognized with it 
till this day. Despite the power and size of MAPAI it had a lot of hurdles, 
difficulties and separations.The most significant separation was during the 
second world war, then the united kibbutz people  and others left MAPAI 
and established “The Movement for Work Unity”.



To the Living Room

Hanukkiah that Plays the 'Tikva' 
(the Israeli national anthem)

A gift from craftsmen from the whole country, when they visited Sde 
Boker.

The hanukkiah was sent to preservation works, one of its cogs were 
broken, and so it plays the ‘Tikva’ off key. 

The melody the hanukkiah plays:



To the Living Room

A Picture of Plato

Plato was an Athenian philosopher during the Classical period in Ancient 
Greece.
He was one of the biggest influencers on western culture and was the 
founder of the Platonist school of thought and the Academy, the first 
institution of higher learning in the Western world.

In order to read the writings of Plato, Ben-Gurion learned Greek.

from: David Ben-Gurion’s diary; describing his reading process

Ben-Gurion’s order of a book by Plato



'Tadiran' Air Conditioner

When David Ben-Gurion came to Sde Boker for the second time (1963), changes have been made in 
the house for safety reasons. His guards instructed that the windows should be armoured and higher 
than Ben-Gurion to protect him from outside assanation attempts.

Because of the high windows, the wind blew over Ben-Gurion’s head and the house needed air 
conditioners. 

To the Living Room



To the Living Room

David Ben-Gurion Owned a TV? 

In 1968 Ben-Gurion received a television from a company named “Zenit”.

Ben-Gurion was not pleased by the gift and even sent a letter to ‘Zenit’ about the disadvantages of the 
TV, and that for many years he was against bringing televisions to Israel.

It is assumed that the TV was barely in use with the exception of watching interviews and shows that 
he himself appeared on.

The letter Ben-Gurion sent to 'Zenit'



To the Living Room

Koala Stuffed Animal

It is unknown were it is from, we assume one of Paula and David's grandchildren left it there.



To the Map



To the Hall

Three Pictures in One Frame

Right side - David Ben-Gurion

Middle - The symbol of Israel

Left side - Yitzhak Ben-Zvi

The work of Binyamin Ben-Zion, a police officer from Haifa

Ben-Gurion and Ben-Zvi met after Ben-zvi made aliyah in 1907. They were 
part of the same party but became friends after they were both chosen to edit 
their party’s newspaper - Haahdut.
Together they went to Istanbul to study law, were exiled to America and 
enlisted to the Jewish Battalion. After the first world war they drifted apart 
when Ben-Zvi served in the leaders institutions of the Jewish settelment and 
worked in research,while Ben-Gurion led the Histadrut and then was elected 
the head of the Zionist managment.
After Chaim Weizmann's (the first president) demise, Ben-Gurion insisted 
on appointing Ben-Zvi as the president and used his political influence to 
assure it.

Ben-Gurion’s Thank-you note to Binyamin Ben-Zion



Paula and David in their Desert Home

The photo was taken before 1963 because of the height of the windows.

In that year the windows were heightened with the instruction of Ben-Gurion’s guard that the 
windows should be higher than Ben-Gurion himself.

To the Hall



Drawing of the Eastern Wall of the synagogue 
in Plonsk, David Ben-Gurion’s birthplace

This is the only picture in the house that mentions Ben-Gurion’s exile past.

“In Plonsk there was something special. It wasn’t a big, famous or wealthy town.
a small town, most of the houses were built out of wood… more than it was Polish or Russian it was Jewish…
The effervescent people built a a Hebrew and Idish library, spread amongst the youth the Hebrew language did 

lessons about the Torah, Gmara, grammar, Israel history and philosophy. There was a special feeling in Plonsk 
that encouraged simple and pour Jews to think about education, Hebrew and Zion.”

from: Michael Bar-Zohar, Ben-Gurion

To the Hall



The Star Of David
Made out of butterfly wings

To the Hall



To the Hall

A Drawing of David Ben-Gurion- Drawn out of words from 

Yehuda Erez’s article “brief biography of Ben-Gurion” and drawn by Avraham Hava.

A card from Yehuda Hava for Ben-Gurion's 
birthday, 1966

Ben-Gurion’s Thank-you note



To the Hall

Amos Ben-Gurion - Paula's and David's son

Amos was born in 1920 and grew up in Tel-Aviv. during the second world war he 
volunteered to the british army and was hurt. The nurse that took care of him, Her 
name was Mary, later became his wife.

after he resigned the army he enlisted the Hagana and served as a communication 
officer against the British army. When the war of independence started he moved 
to command infantry troops. In August 1948, during the war, he left the IDF and 
joined the police force. He was elected officer of the areas between Petach Tikva 
and Rosh haayin. During the years he moved up in his position; officer of the Tel-
Aviv region and then deputy head supervisor of the police.

Amos Ben-Gurion commanded the force that was in charge of defending the 
Knesset at the time of the reparations agreement between Israel and the Federal 
Republic of Germany.

In 1955 there were accusations of corruption in the police and family relations 
between David and Amos was the basis for the claim. Ben-Gurion sued them on 
slander and won.

In 1963 he resigned the police and was elected the CEO of ‘Ata’, a textile 
company, and worked there until 1980.



Paula, Geula and Amos

To the Hall

Ben-Gurion wrote in his diary the day Amos was born -
"Today at 10 before noon a boy was born"



To the Hall

Paula Holding her Firstborn - Geula

Geula was born in September 1918 in New York. At the time, Ben-Gurion served in the British army 
and Paula had to give birth and take care of Geula on her own.

After her birth, David Ben-Gurion wrote to Paula:
“Yesterday I got the pictures, and it's like a new spring of joy and happiness opened in front of me, I 
have never seen a prettier picture of a child in my life… what wouldn’t I give for one moment to look 
and feel my dear daughter. My dear Paula, you couldn’t of given me a greater gift. I feel now the real 
meaning of pride, pride of a mother that appears in all of your letters about Geula.”



To the Hall

Certificate from Hadassah-Wizo Organization of Canada 
on the occasion of Ben-Gurion’s 86th birthday, 1972

Hadassah-Wizo women financed kindergarten for a child, they wrote the donation as a gift 
to Ben-Gurion.



To the Hall

Clock
Souveneir from the Zionist federation in south 
Africa from his visit there in 1969.

from the left - a letter from one of the federation 
representatives to the distribution council about Ben-
Gurion’s visit:

“The visit went well except of some technical 
issues… for the south africa Judaism this was a great 
experience that won’t be forgotten in years, most of 
the crowd saw the visit as an historical event.”



To the Hall

Column from the Temple model, Holy Land Hotel, Jerusalem - 1966

Photo of the model, from Israel Museum site

Column



Ben-Gurion's 
family

Drawing of the desert

To the Map



To the Bedroom Area

Family Photo
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Family members in the photo:

1. Emanuel Ben-Eliezer (Geula’s husband)
2. Mary Ben-Gurion (Amos’s wife)
3. Geula Ben-Eliezer (Ben-Gurion)
4. Orit Ezioni (Geula’s daughter)
5. Galia Ron (Anos’s daughter)
6. Mushi Ben-Eliezer (Geula’s daughter)
7. David Ben-Gurion
8. Yariv Ben-Eliezer (Geula’s son)
9. Paula Ben-Gurion
10. Renana Leshem (Ben-Gurion)
11. Amos Ben-Gurion
12. Alon Ben-Gurion (Amos’s son)



To the Bedroom Area

Globe

The thank-you note Ben-Gurion wrote to Omer Bradley 21.11.1951

In the past we thought the globe is from 1646. When Ben-
Gurion’s Desert Home was open to the general public, 
thousands came to visit. The globe drew the attention of a lot of 
the visitors and most of them searched for Israel on the globe. 
Through the years, the word “Israel” had been erased. 
When the museum’s staff repaired the globe they wrote 
“Palestine” because of the assumption that the globe is from 
1946.

Later, we found out the globe was brought to Ben-Gurion as a 
gift from the American general Omer Bradley in 1951.
In order to prevent more harm, it was decided to leave the globe 
with the writing “Palestine”.



To the Bedroom Area

Drawing of Paula

The drawing was hanged after Paula’s demise and is the largest picture 
in the house.
The life with David Ben-Gurion were not easy and Paula dealt with 
many struggles: she had left America for him and dedicated her life to 
looking after their children.

“My dear Paula, I am the reason for your suffering, I gave you a great 
burden, I left on tough times by yourself, helpless, lonely. I might have 
asked from you too big of a sacrifice, but you know, Paula dear, that I 
have it out of love to you, because I had no choice, I knew what it will 
cost to you. And if you weren’t a big part of me, part of who I am, and 
if I didn’t know that I am a part of you, and that we have merged in our 
love, and there is no more “you and I” between us, for my heart is 
yours and your heart is mine…
you suffered with me, carried the burden with me, and wih you I 
carried the burden of your suffer.”

from: David Ben-Gurion, letters to Paula and the children



To the Bedroom Area

Picture of the Desert

Painted by Ana Ticho - an Israeli 
painter and a Israel Award winner.

she was a part of the social and cultural 
life of Jerusalem, and received the title 
- ‘Yekirat Jerusalem’.

Today her house is used as an extension 
of the Israel Museum.

In the picture - a photo of the letter Ana 
Ticho wrote to Paula Ben-Gurion after 
the move to Sde Boker.



To the Bedroom Area

A Picture of Paula
Paula's speech to her friends when she left to Sde Boker:



To the Map



Written by Nehama Cohen (she and her husband, Yehoshua, were close friends 
of Paula and David).

Paula was very worried for Ben-Gurion’s health. The most famous dish in Ben-
Gurion’s menu was the Kutch-Mutch, which he ate even though he disliked it.

Kutch-Mutch Recipe - white cheese, leben (milk product), apple sauce and 
raspberry extract.

Geula, Paula’s and David’s daughter, once told that even after Paula passed 
away, Ben-Gurion kept eating the Kutch-Mutch.

His daughter asked him why and Ben-Gurion answered that he continues eating 
the dish out love and respect for Paula.

Next to the daily menu there is a list of the medicine Ben-Gurion took in his last 
years. The paper is signed by Dr Shmuel Shershenski, the father of the former 
minister of education Gideon Saar, that in his early years lived in Kibbutz Sde 
Boker.

To the Kitchen

The Daily Menu and the Recipe for Kutch-Mutch



To the Map



To the Map



To Paula's Room

Picture of Ben-Gurion with his Granddaughter -
Galia Ron (Geula’s Daughter)



To Paula's Room

Pictures on Paula's Table

Mary and Amos Ben-Gurion. 
Children: Galia and Alon

Mushi Ben-Eliezer's drawings (Geula's son)



To Paula's Room

Picture of the Grandchildren, Tel-Aviv:
from right to left - Galia Ron (Ben-Gurion), Mushi Ben Eliezer, Alon Ben-Gurion, Yariv Ben-Eliezer 
and Orit Ezioni (Ben-Eliezer)



To the Map







Portrait of Mahatma Gandhi

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869-1948) was an Indian 
lawyer, anti-colonial nationalist, and political ethicist, who 
employed nonviolent resistance to lead the successful 
campaign for India's independence from British rule, and 
in turn inspired movements for civil rights and freedom 
across the world. 

Gandhi was one of the leaders Ben-Gurion appreciated and 
admired.

“In the east Mahatma Gandhi is manifested maybe even 
more than all Indian leaders, the great man that stood in the 
front of the war to liberate over 320 million people that 
stood against slavery that there is no example for it's size 
and massive power in the whole human history, and the 
weapon of this warlord is nonviolent”
from: Ben-Gurion’s diary, 04.08.1930

To Ben-Gurion's Bedroom



Safe

The safe used to hold paperwork that were transferred to the 
IDF archive after Ben-Gurion’s demise.
Between 1955-1968 Ben-Gurion was the prime minister and the 
minister of defence.
At that time he lived mostly in Tel-Aviv and came to Sde 
Boker on birthdays and Passovers.

To Ben-Gurion's Bedroom



To Ben-Gurion's Bedroom

Ben-Gurion's closet

Ben-Gurion was a main figure in the foundation of IDF 
and he used to wear army uniform (even though he never 
served as a soldier). In his closet we can find his uniform, 
khaki cloths and formal suits.


